
The Molina Foundation History

Dr. Martha Bernadett is the eldest daughter of the late Dr. C. David Molina, the founder of
Molina Healthcare, Inc. Both Dr. David Molina and his wife Mary were elementary school
teachers prior to Dr. David Molina’s return to medical school. Thus, Dr. Bernadett, or “Dr.
Martha” as she is known, and her siblings were raised with a deep value for education. Molina
Healthcare, Inc.’s roots were

      

As a Family Physician, Dr. Martha understood the importance of literacy and education in
overcoming health disparities. In addition, as the Principal Investigator of a demonstration
project funded by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s Hablamos Juntos (We Speak
Together) Program, she understood the barriers to health access faced by those with limited
English proficiency.

  

In 2003, Dr. Martha started a program to provide books to children without access to books in
an effort to improve literacy of children to help them overcome barriers to healthcare access and
impact their long-term overall health status. This program was called Book Buddies. Through
support and partnership of similar 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations, Book Buddies grew and
grew, establishing itself as a cornerstone of literacy efforts throughout California.

  

To address these important issues in an ongoing and sustainable manner, Dr. Martha Bernadett
formed The Molina Foundation in August, 2004.
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